
Crisis Prioritization for Optimizing the Supply of Facemasks and 
Respirators during COVID-19

Adapted from the CDC guidance on facemask/respirator use amongst healthcare providers.
Organizations may require and/or individuals may voluntarily choose to utilize higher levels of protection.

I am a healthcare provider in a facility with symptomatic 
COVID-19 patients and I will…

Remain more than 6 feet 
from a symptomatic patient

Be within 3-6 feet
of a symptomatic patient

Be within 3-6 feet of a 
symptomatic patient AND provide 

direct care

Be in the room during aerosol-
generating procedures

No entry to 
patient care 

area is needed 
AND patient 

masked 
throughout

Entry into the 
patient care 

area becomes 
necessary 

OR patient is 
unmasked at 

any point during 
encounter

No facemask/ 
respirator 

needed AND 
perform hand 

hygiene

Facemask can 
be used AND 
perform hand 

hygiene

Facemask, eye 
protection AND 

perform hand hygiene 

Facemask OR N95/ elastomeric 
respirator + Eye protection OR 

PAPR

AND perform hand hygiene

N95/elastomeric respirator + eye 
protection OR PAPR

AND perform hand hygiene

Patient masked OR unmasked Patient masked OR unmasked 


